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         Idiomes           

April Fools´ Day

April  Fools´ Day is a day celebrated in the UK on 
April 1st. It is originally a Christian tradition but has 
been widely adopted by the British public (and many 
other  countries).  On  this  day,  people  try  to  play 
practical jokes on their friends, neighbours, family or 
colleagues; for example, a few years ago my little 
brother  (James)  swapped  the  sugar  for  the  salt, 
meaning  that  the  whole  family  had  salt  in  their 
morning tea! 

You can also send someone on a ´fool´s errand´ by 
giving  them  an  impossible  task  then  laughing  as 
they struggle to accomplish it! An example could be 
asking somebody to find you a left-handed hammer! 
Another part  of the tradition is  that  you can only 
play these pranks before midday, if they are played 
afterwards, the prankster is deemed the April Fool 
for not realising.

Many large organisations, such as the BBC and even 

the government also take part in April Fools´. The 
idea  is  that  everyone  has  some  fun,  though 
occasionally  things  can  get  out  of  hand.  Several 
years ago the BBC produced a documentary about 
´Spaghetti  Trees´  that  were  grown  in  Italy  and 
tricked  thousands  of  viewers  into  believing  that 
Spaghetti  was  cultivated  in  large  Italian  orchards, 
people even sent them letters asking how to plant 
and grow their own Spaghetti  trees!  In 1965, the 
BBC  also  ran  a  news  story  about  smell-o-vision, 
telling people they were testing new technology to 
allow viewers to smell as well as see and hear the 
television show! Yet again, thousands of people fell 
for this hoax, which was repeated online in the last 
few years.

April Fools´ is not unique to the UK and is practiced 
in  many  English  speaking  countries  worldwide, 
including the US, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand 
and Australia. In 2005 a news story was posted on 
the official NASA website suggesting that they had 
´found water on Mars´, along with a picture of a 
glass of water  standing on top of a Mars Bar (an 
american chocolate bar).

The exact origins or April Fools´ 
Day are unknown though it  has 
been  practiced  for  at  least  500 
years in the UK and the Common 
Wealth. 

Fortunately  for  everyone at INS 
Lliçà, I´ll be in Wales on April 1st 

this year!


