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Idiomes

From Wales to Catalunya
Hi! My name's Chris Rose and this 
year  I'll  be  the  English  Language 
Assistant  at  I.E.S.  Lliçà.  I'm 
originally  from Swansea  in  Wales 
and will be living in Catalunya and 
working at the school until the end 
of May 2010. My role as in assistant 
is  twofold;  to  give  you  the 
invaluable  experience  of 
communicating  with  a  native 
(British)  speaker  and  to  enhance 
the cultural aspects of your english 
education.  I  hope this  will  prove 
invaluable  to  your  development 
and  that  my  time  here  will  help 
me to learn some Catalan!

Swansea, my home town, is a small 
city  on  the  southern  coast  of 
Wales.  I  live  in  a  small  village 
about  10  miles  from  the  centre 
called  Bishopston.  It's  very  rural, 
so living in a city such as Barcelona 
is  very  different,  though  I'm 
learning to like it  a  lot. In many 
ways life here is very similar; lots 
of  the  shops  are  the  same,  we 
watch  a  lot  of  the same  (mostly 
american) tv shows, such as 'Lost' 
and 'CSI'  and the people here are 
just as friendly and accomodating 
as  in  Wales.  Having  said  that, 
there are lots of small differences 
that I've been adapting to over the 
last month or so. 

In the rest of this article I'm going 
to  document  my  experiences  of 
Catalunya to date and make a few 
comparisons with life in the UK. I 
chose to live in Barcelona as  I've 
visited the city many times in the 
past and it has always amazed me. 
It is refreshingly different from life 
in a British city such as London!

Shortly after arriving I went to see 
Barcelona  v  Dynamo  Kiev  at  the 

Camp  Nou  (obviously  I  was 
supporting  Barcelona)  and  was 
astonished not only by the size of 
Barcelona's support but also by the 
atmosphere  in  the  stadium.  I've 
been  to  a  few  games  at  Anfield 
over  the  years  and  didn't  think 
there  were  other  supporters  as 
devoted  (and  loud)  as  those  of 
Liverpool, until I went to the Camp 
Nou that is!

I've also noticed that some of the 
buildings in Barcelona (particularly 
Gaudi's)  are  absolutely  stunning. 
The first time I saw the Cathedral 
at  Sagrada  Familia  I  was  in  total 
awe.  It  reminded  me  a  little  of 
Salisbury  Cathedral  in  the  UK, 
which is also extremely impressive. 
If you ever find yourself in or near 
Salisbury,  be  sure  to  also  visit 
Stone  Henge,  an  ancient  stone 
circle   built  by  the  druids.  The 
mystery is that nobody knows what 
for!

I've been struck by a lot of  little 
differences  here,  things  like 
driving on the right (wrong!) side 
and  how  olive  oil  is  a  staple!  I 
definetly  prefer  the  food  here 
overall,  particularly  some  of  the 
seafood dishes such as Paella and 
Calamares, though I do miss some 
'British'  food such as  Bangers  and 
Mash  (sausages  with  mashed 
potato)  and  Sunday  Dinner. 
Another thing I miss from home is 
going to the pub. A pub is similar 
to a bar but they serve full meals 
and  sell  beer  in  pints.  Many  of 
them also have live music on the 
weekend.

I'm  enjoying  life  here  at  the 
moment  and  am  sure  I'll  have  a 
great time in the coming months. I 
hope that you find me useful as a 
source of native english !


